
 

  

Brandy Barnaby, 12 years old, completed the quiz in 

our last newsletter and got every answer right! She 

won a $100 gift certificate to the Coop for her efforts. 

Congratulations, Brandy! 

Keep an eye out for our next quiz for a chance to win. 

Have questions or comments? 

Stop by the BAFN office or contact David Codzi   

867.709.2700 ● davidcodzi@behdziahda.com 
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Dehlà Got’įne Self-Government 
Negotiations UPDATE 

Dehlà Got’įne Team focussed 

on communication and 

consultation with members 
New website, newsletter and 

community workshops are a priority 

 

Tell us what you think! 

This is our 4th newsletter so far. We’d love to know what our 

members think of it.  

➢ Is the information easy to understand?  

➢ Do you have other topics or questions you would like us 

to cover? 

➢ Any recommendations to make the newsletter more 

interesting or useful? 

Send us an email at dehlaselfgov@gmail.com. Or go to the 

contact section on our website at www.dehlaselfgov.ca. 

 

 

The Dehlà Got’įne Self-
Government Negotiations 

team works for the 
members of the Behdzi 
Ahda” First Nation and 

the Ayoni Keh Land 
Corporation. We publish 

regular updates on the 
negotiations and related 

activities to make sure 
our members know what 
is happening and can see 

how their feedback is 
being used. 

Members’ questions and 
feedback are welcome. 

 

March 2019 

mailto:davidcodzi@behdziahda.com
mailto:dehlaselfgov@gmail.com
http://www.dehlaselfgov.ca/


  

Dehlà Got’įne self-government online 

Check out our new website 
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Dehlà Got’įne Self-government Team is proud to announce it has a website dedicated to 

the self-government negotiations. There are all kinds of information available on the site, 

from past editions of this newsletter and background information on self-government, to 

the details on community workshops and the latest updates on the negotiations.  

Check it out and let us know what you think. There is a form for feedback on the site under 

the Contact Us link. 



  New logo  

and website  

highlight our 

got’įnes 
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New website features the wisdom of our got’įnes 
In the past, the Dehlà Got’įne had to work hard to survive. Life was difficult, but people were 

happy. Our connection to the land and our traditions made us strong, resilient and independent 

people. 

Self-government is about respecting and restoring this knowledge and way of life. 

The Dehlà Got’įne traditional model of governance that will be restored through self-government 

is based on the four got’įnes: distinct traditional family groups that have been associated with 

specific areas on the land since time immemorial.  

Each family carries ancient knowledge and wisdom that has been passed down through 

generations which we keep orally until we can document and protect for the generations to come. 

 

The Dehlà Got’įne self-government negotiations now have a 

logo that will help make it easy to identify any information 

or materials related to the negotiations. 

The logo features a caribou, because this animal has always 

is such an important part of our livelihoods and culture.  

It also shows the names of our four got’įnes as this is the 

very foundation of how we have governed ourselves for 

many generations and how we will continue to govern 

ourselves into the future. 



 

The wisdom of our got’įnes 
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Harmonization of laws in the K'áhshǫ District 

Joint Community Workshop 

 

Colville Lake and Fort Good Hope are 

negotiating agreements that will establish 

two governments. Both will have law-making 

power in the same district.  

In late November, members of the two 

communities met in Fort Good Hope to 

update each other on their negotiations and 

to start talking about how they will harmonize 

their laws to make sure they don’t cause 

confusion for members or conflict between 

the two governments once they are self-

governing.  

The goal was to share information about each 

community’s negotiations and to get input 

from community members on how the 

negotiation teams should approach 

harmonization of laws. 

WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHTS 

• The leadership of both communities 

expressed their support for harmonization 

and for working together. 

• Many participants said they appreciated 

the workshop and thought the two 

communities should have more 

workshops and conferences. 

• Participants shared their knowledge of 

how the K'áhshǫ and Dehlà people 

governed themselves in the past and how 

that can be applied to the issues the 

communities are facing today.  

• People support the harmonization 

approach. They do not want a line 

between the communities. This is also the 

direction given by the Elders. 

 

• Many people also said they want the two 

communities to work together and speak 

in a more unified way. 

• It is important to honour this history and 

to continue to listen to the Elders. The 

stories and the words of Elders provide 

the wisdom that is needed to govern 

ourselves.  

• People see self-government as a chance 

to revitalize culturally-based ways of 

governing that were damaged by the 

colonizers. It is a chance to do things our 

own way again.  

• People shared stories to explain the key 

principles of the Dene way of life that 

should be the foundation for how we 

govern ourselves: listening, sharing, 

helping each other, being respectful, 

being independent, and being honest. 

• The Dene way of making decisions is 

based on consensus. In the past, we could 

agree to disagree and then come up with 

a solution. We lived in harmony. We 

didn't get mad or argue about who is 

right. We stayed positive and we found 

"peaceful resolution".  
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Check out the full report online at: 

dehlaselfgovernment.ca/reporting-past-workshops/ 


